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Lieutenant Colonel Elder was selected for ad-
mission to the School of Advanced Air and 
Space Studies (SAASS). He graduated from 
SAASS in June of 2004 and was assigned to 
the position of Special Assistant to the Com-
mander, U.S. Joint Forces Command, in Nor-
folk, Virginia. Lieutenant Colonel Elder is a 
senior pilot with over 2200 hours of flight time 
in the T–38, C–17, and T–1 aircraft. 

In addition to his varied professional and 
academic experiences, Lieutenant Colonel 
Elder has earned numerous accolades, includ-
ing: the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Meritorious Service Medal, the Joint Serv-
ice Commendation Medal, the National De-
fense Service Medal, the Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Medal, and the Kosovo Campaign 
Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Lieuten-
ant Colonel R. Wyn Elder. I thank him for his 
years of exemplary service and congratulate 
him on his new command. I wish him the best 
in this new endeavor. 
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share with you the story of a remark-
able young man from Milton, Florida. William 
Christopher Villar, by all surface accounts, 
was your typical 22 year old. He was attend-
ing community college with the hopes of one 
day obtaining a degree in business. He was 
working at a job that he loved and he had re-
cently gotten engaged to his long time sweet-
heart, Heather Dieterich. His life was unfolding 
the way we hope that all of our children’s lives 
will eventually unfold. 

Certainly, it was not these things, or even 
the fact that, as a young man, he was actively 
involved with his church that made him atypi-
cal. And it was not the fact that he was a star 
on the basketball court—making the All-Con-
ference and All-State teams his senior year at 
Central High School in Santa Rosa County— 
a high school he entered after being home 
schooled for a number of years. Quite simply, 
it was his selflessness and his unyielding love 
for his family that set him apart. 

Chris was the oldest of three boys. As such, 
he was fiercely protective of his younger 
brothers. There is a story the family tells about 
an accident that happened 12 years ago that 
illustrates this best: Chris and Jacob, his 
youngest brother, were riding in the back seat 
of their father’s car when the driver of an RV, 
coming over the peak of the 1–10 bridge be-
tween Santa Rosa and Escambia counties, 
failed to slow down for a disabled vehicle. The 
RV slammed into the Villars’ car with enough 
force to peel the roof back. While we, thank-
fully, will never have to learn what could have 
happened that day—we do know that Chris, in 
an instinctive moment, grabbed his two year 
old brother Jacob—perched high in his car 
seat—and threw his own 10 year old body 
over him to save him. He didn’t think of him-
self. 

By and large, the people who knew him all 
said the same things about him: He was a 
good boy and he had been raised right. That 

is a compliment we hear far too infrequently 
these days, but it is a testament to his par-
ents. It should make them proud. 

I wish I could tell you that the story ends 
there—that this exceptional boy will one day 
become an exceptional man, an exceptional 
husband and an exceptional dad. Unfortu-
nately, on the evening of Thursday, June 15th, 
Christopher Villar’s life came to a tragic end 
when a car driven by a drunk driver crashed 
through the roof of his family’s home. I am not 
going to talk about the details of the accident, 
other than to say that it was an avoidable trag-
edy and a sickening reminder of the dangers 
of driving while under the influence. But I will 
talk about something that happened in the mo-
ments before. Chris, like so many of us, had 
been enjoying the NBA playoffs with his fam-
ily. He was a New York Knicks fan but pulled 
for the Heat in this series to pick at his young-
er brother, Matt. They were ribbing about it, as 
brothers are wont to do, when a loud noise 
was heard in the front yard. Whether it was 
the sheer instinct of a protective older brother, 
the hand of God, or both, Chris pushed Matt 
away from himself and toward the middle of 
his room just as the car crashed through the 
ceiling. In an instant, it was over. If any good 
can be found in this tragedy, it is that one life 
was lost instead of two. Once again, Chris 
hadn’t thought of himself. 

Mr. Speaker, these words do nothing to 
ease the pain the friends and family of William 
Christopher Villar are feeling today. Their void 
is a void that no words can fill. I share them 
with you because this remarkable young man 
deserves to be remembered, not for the tragic 
accident that took his life, but for the positive 
impact he had on the lives of others. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Liberty Tribune and their staff on 
the monumental accomplishment of 160 years 
of journalistic excellence in the community of 
Liberty, Missouri. I am proud to celebrate this 
accomplishment today, and prouder still to 
note the Liberty Tribune is the second-oldest 
weekly newspaper west of the Mississippi 
River still in continuous publication. 

From their modest beginnings, founded by 
19-year-old Robert H. Miller, the Liberty Trib-
une has always called the town square their 
home. Mr. Miller founded the Tribune through 
the financial contributions of Dr. William 
Jewell, namesake of the nationally recognized 
William Jewell College. 

The Liberty Tribune has covered and been 
a part of historically significant news in their 
community from the very beginning. The Trib-
une boasts the only embedded reporter during 
Alexander Doniphan’s march to the Mexican- 
American War. They covered the persecution 
of Mormon founder Joseph Smith and the first 
crime committed by legendary outlaw Jesse 
James. The Liberty Tribune has been bringing 
all the news of the day to the citizens of Lib-
erty since 1846 and they show no signs of 
stopping. Today the Bradley family of St. Jo-
seph, proud owners of the Tribune’s parent 

company the News-Press Gazette, carry on 
the tradition of dedicated news coverage for 
the citizens of Liberty, Missouri. 

I am proud to represent the Liberty Tribune 
and their excellent contributions to the people 
of Northwest Missouri. I have no doubt this 
tradition of excellence will continue for another 
160 years. 
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Martin Faga, who is retir-
ing from his post at the MITRE Corporation. I 
have known Marty Faga since my days in the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, when he 
was a congressional staffer and civic activist 
in Lee Boulevard Heights. 

President and Chief Executive Officer of 
MITRE Corporation, Mr. Faga received his 
master and bachelor of science degrees in 
electrical engineering from Lehigh University in 
1964 and 1963. 

Before joining MITRE, Mr. Faga served from 
1989 until 1993 as Assistant Secretary of the 
Air Force for Space, where he was respon-
sible for overall supervision of Air Force space 
matters. At the same time, he served as Di-
rector of the National Reconnaissance Office 
(NRO), responsible to the Secretary of De-
fense and the Director of Central Intelligence 
for the development, acquisition and operation 
of all U.S. satellite reconnaissance programs. 

Mr. Faga joined MITRE in 1993 as Vice 
President of MITRE’s Center for Integrated In-
telligence Systems, one of the three units op-
erating under the Department of Defense Fed-
erally Funded Research and Development 
Centers. He later served as Senior Vice Presi-
dent, General Manager, and Executive Vice 
President. Since 2000 he has been MITRE 
Corporation’s President and Chief Executive 
Officer. 

Mr. Faga’s career has included distin-
guished service as a staff member of the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence of 
the House of Representatives, where he head-
ed the program and budget staff; as an engi-
neer at the Central Intelligence Agency; and 
as an R&D officer in the Air Force. He has 
served on the Commission for the Protection 
and Reduction of Government Secrecy, the 
Jeremiah Panel to review the mission and or-
ganization of the NRO, several Defense 
Science Board Task Forces, and the National 
Commission for the Review of the NRO. Addi-
tionally, he has been appointed by President 
Bush to the President’s Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board and to the Public Interest De-
classification Board. 

Awards and honors bestowed upon Mr. 
Faga include the National Intelligence Distin-
guished Service Medal, the Department of De-
fense Distinguished Public Service Medal, the 
Air Force Exceptional Civilian Service Medal, 
the NASA Distinguished Service Medal, and in 
2004, he was awarded the Intelligence Com-
munity Seal Medallion. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in applauding Martin Faga and con-
gratulating him on his retirement after a distin-
guished career dedicated to ensuring the na-
tional security of the United States of America. 
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